
Each quarter, when we pro-
duce our newsletter, we look for 
information and themes that our 
readers will find interesting and in-
formative.  This quarter, as cooler 
weather fast approaches, we have 
decided to dedicate this newsletter 
to fire safety.  As a result of rising 
fuel prices, more and more people 
have turned to wood and wood 
products to heat their home.  This 
in turn leads to a greater fire risk in 
the home. People with disabilities 

are at an elevated risk due to their 
mobility site and hearing limitation.  
In addition to the information pro-
vided here in our newsletter, if you 
visit our web site at www.Awa-
lifts.com, there is a list of articles 
and guides that you can download 
directly.
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Only reasonable costs to accom-
modate a home to a disabled con-
dition are considered medical care.

For the full description go to the 
IRS Website at: 
http://www.irs.gov/publications/
p502/ar02.html#d0e741

Aging in Place
…is growing older without having 
to move from ones own residence to 
secure necessary support services.
Aging in Place has grown in popu-
larity and celebrated by the National 
Aging in Place Week and the 
National Aging in Place Council 
that promotes the positive outcomes 
of seniors having a choice in their 
care and living arrangements.

There are now many creative de-
vices to assist when problems arise 
that can be compounded by an older 
adults evolving situation.  Depend-
ing on the circumstances your home 
can be adapted for your prolonged 
use.  This is about making things 
accessible to all people, whether 
they have a disability or not.

Contact us for a FREE home evalu-
ation. Let us help.

Note from the President
I am always interested in hearing your 
comments, good or otherwise. 
My extension is 102.
Sincerely, 
Je   Lavoie, President

128 Hall Street, Suite F
Concord, NH 03301
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What is Safe  
Escape?

Safe Escape is part of a federal 
grant program funded by the US De-
partment of Homeland Security to 
offer families of children with health 
care needs or disabilities education, 
information, and access to products 
to prepare for safe escape during 
emergencies. 

 For more information, visit  
www.escapesafe.org

SAFE
escape

Plan, prepare, and practice
the three “P”s for a Safe Escape
A few examples of special “evacuation equipment”. 

Figure 1 The Evac Chair –  
Emergency Stairway Evacuation System
 
Figure 2 The Pakkie Mobilty Sling - Allows for fast and 
safe evacuation of children or adults unable to move 
themselves from emergency situations to a safe place

Figure 1

Figure 2

For more information on these products, email Gerry@awalifts.com

To download a copy of the above poster,  
visit the newsletter page at www.awalifts.com

(http://www.awalifts.com/awa_newsletters.html)



•	Watch your cooking
	 Stay in the kitchen when you are 

frying, grilling, or broiling food. If 
you must leave, even for a short 
time, turn off the stove. 

•	Give space heaters space
	 Keep fixed and portable space heat-

ers at least three feet from anything 
that can burn. Turn off heaters when 
you leave the room or go to sleep. 

•	Smoke outside
	 Ask smokers to smoke outside. 

Have sturdy, deep ashtrays for 
smokers. 

•	Keep matches and lighters out 
of reach

	 Keep matches and lighters up high, 
out of the reach of children, prefer-
ably in a cabinet with a child lock. 

•	Inspect electrical cords
	 Replace cords that are cracked, 

damaged, have broken plugs, or 
have loose connections. 

•	Be careful when using candles
	 Keep candles at least one foot from 

anything that can burn. Blow out 
candles when you leave the room or 
go to sleep. 

•	Have a home fire escape plan
	 Make a home fire escape plan and 

practice it at least twice a year. 

•	Install smoke alarms
	 Install smoke alarms on every level 

of your home, inside bedrooms and 
outside sleeping areas. Interconnect 
smoke alarms throughout the home. 
When one sounds, they all sound. 

•	Test smoke alarms	
	 Test smoke alarms at least once a 

month and replace batteries once a 
year or when the alarm “chirps” to 
tell you the battery is low. Replace 
any smoke alarm that is more than 
10 years old. 

•	Install sprinklers
	 If you are building or remodeling 

your home, install residential fire 
sprinklers. Sprinklers can contain 
and may even extinguish a fire in 
less time than it would take the fire 
department to arrive. 

NFPA Fire Safety Tips
In 2006, there were 1,642,500 fires reported in the United States (up 3% 
from 2005). These fires caused 3,245 civilian deaths, 16,400 civilian in-
juries, 89 firefighter deaths, and $11.3 billion in property damage. Many 
home fires are preventable. 

Fall Issue • September 2007 A Quarterly Newsletter from All-Ways Accessible (AWA)

V.A. Medical Center Ahead 
of The Curve
A number of states have en-
acted “safe patient movement 
and handling” legislation and 
a greater number have intro-
duced some type of legislation 
designed to address li  ing in 
health care facilities. 

VA Medical Center, 
White River Jct. VT 

Vermont Senator Virginia Lyons 
of Chi  enden District has intro-
duced a Bill “Health care facili-
ties; safe patient handling” that 
is slated to take e  ect January 1, 
2008.
Leading the pack is the V.A. 
Medical Center in White River 
Junction, Vermont that has 
instituted a zero li   policy. This 
means transfer techniques and 
equipment will be used to safely 
move patients.  The decision will 
not only cut down on the num-
ber of back injuries sustained by 
healthcare workers transferring 
patients, but will positively af-
fect the patients’ safety, quality 
of care, comfort and dignity.  

AWA had the pleasure of 
being contracted to install 41 
Surehands Transfer Li  s in the 
patient areas. A  er months of 
engineering and design work, 
the systems went in smoothly 
and without incident.  Much 
of this was due to the diligence 
and oversight of our install 
team, Dave Olson and Mike 
Catudal. 
Je   Lavoie performed all sta   
training and has received noth-
ing but enthusiastic feedback 
from the nursing sta  .

Sta   Training at VA Medical 
Center, White River Jct. VT

Nashua Center’s 6th Annual 
“Taste of the Towns” Benefit 
Auction and Wine/Food Tasting
This years Honorary Chairperson, 
Jeff Lavoie, President, All-Ways 
Accessible, Inc. is happy to 
promote the Nashua Center’s 
6th Annual “Taste of the Towns” 
Benefi t Auction and Wine/Food 
Tasting.  The benefi t will be held 
on Friday, Oct. 12.

Hundreds of people gather to sam-
ple wines and dishes from dozens 
of area vendors and participate in 

the Live and Silent 

Auctions of 
great gifts, collector’s items and 
merchandise donated by a multi-
tude of vendors, businesses and 
families. A great fundraiser (in this 
case for the Nashua Center for the 
Multiply Handicapped, founded 
in 1974), who’s mission is the 
provide optimal services and 
supports to children and adults 
with developmental delays or 
disabilities in the communities 
in which they live.

If you would like to attend, partic-
ipate or donate please contact the 
Nashua Center at (603) 883-6163.

Tax Credits for Accessibility 
Equipment and Renovations 
Certain improvements made to 
accommodate a home to your 
disabled condition, or that of your 
spouse or your dependents who 
live with you, can be included, 
in full, as medical expenses.
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Unsubscribe If you receive our newsletter and for any reason 
decide you’d rather not – help us save a few trees by either calling 
us 1-800-725-4387 or emailing us at info@awalifts.com.
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If you or someone you know is interested 
in subscribing to our newsletter simply 
call us at 800-725-4387 or email us at  

info@awalifts.com and we’ll add you to the 
list. If you receive our newsletter and would 
prefer not to, the same rule applies!

For More Fire Safety Tips

Firesafety.gov

U.S. Fire Administration – 
Fire Safety for People with Disabilities 
www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/disability/

National Fire Protection Association  
www.nfpa.org

www.safeescape.com

www.redcross.org

Subscribe to Our Newsletter


