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Only reasonable costs to accom-
modate a home to a disabled con-
dition are considered medical care.

For the full description go to the 
IRS Website at: 
http://www.irs.gov/publications/
p502/ar02.html#d0e741

Aging in Place
…is growing older without having 
to move from ones own residence to 
secure necessary support services.
Aging in Place has grown in popu-
larity and celebrated by the National 
Aging in Place Week and the 
National Aging in Place Council 
that promotes the positive outcomes 
of seniors having a choice in their 
care and living arrangements.

There are now many creative de-
vices to assist when problems arise 
that can be compounded by an older 
adults evolving situation.  Depend-
ing on the circumstances your home 
can be adapted for your prolonged 
use.  This is about making things 
accessible to all people, whether 
they have a disability or not.

Contact us for a FREE home evalu-
ation. let us help.

Note from the President
I am always interested in hearing your 
comments, good or otherwise. 
My extension is 102.
Sincerely, 
Je   Lavoie, President

128 Hall Street, Suite F
Concord, NH 03301
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Winter Issue • December 2007 
Proudly serving residential and commercial customers throughout NH, ME, and VT for over 12 years

Spring Issue • March 2008 	 A Quarterly News Letter From All-Ways Accessible (Awa)	

It’s Tax Time!  Expenses incurred while making modi-
fications to your home to make it more accessible, including the 
purchase of equipment, may be eligible for federal tax credit.  It ac-
tually falls under medical expenses (see publication 502) and there 
are very specific guidelines for what can and can not be classified 
as a medical expense. Be sure to check with your tax professional.  
For a copy of the 502 publication, visit http://www.awalifts.com/
product_news.html and look under “general” information.”

2008 
Give Back
Campaign

for details visit
AWALifts.com

or ask your 
representative

2008 Give Back Campaign

That AWA offers a vari-
ety of maintenance plans 
which can keep all your 
lifting equipment in tip 
top shape!  Each plan is 
designed to encourage 
customers to schedule 
regular maintenance and 

Going Green

No, we’re not talking about St. Patrick’s day.  
We’re talking about the fact that AWA has 
switched to using vegetable oil instead of the 
traditional petroleum based hydraulic oil in 
our Destiny line of elevators. 

Builders Embrace Universal Design (excerpt)

The list of universal design features, 
products and applications that con-
tribute to the livability of a home 
is virtually limitless. Some ideas 
to consider in the overall home de-
sign: 
• 	At lease one barrier-free or step 

less hard-surface entrance with a 
threshold no greater than 5/8-inch 
to permit wheelchair accessibility 

• 32-inch wide doors and lever-style 
door hardware 

• 	Main-floor master bedroom 
•	 Minimum 36-inch wide hallways 

with 60-inch clear space turn-
arounds for better wheelchair mo-

bility 
• No steps between rooms on the 

main floor I
•	 In a multistory home, incor-

porating an elevator into the 
plan to provide easy access to 
all levels or stack closets with 
knock-out floors that can easily 
be removed later to serve as an 
elevator shaft

• Raised electrical outlets; lower-
height, rocker-style or touch light 
switches 

To get even more tips and read the 
full article – go to AWALifts.com

therefore, provide substantial savings. If you’d 
like more information on the different plans we 
offer, you can call our office and ask for Scott.

Did You  

        Know?

As a way to say “Thank You” to some of the organizations 
that have worked with AWA through the years, we have de-
veloped a “give back” campaign.  For every residential stair 

lift or vertical wheelchair 
lift installed in 2008, AWA 
will donate $50.00 to one 
of those organizations.  

For more details on the 
2008 Give Back Cam-
paign, please visit our 
web site at AWALifts.
com.
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V.A. Medical Center Ahead 
of The Curve
A number of states have en-
acted “safe patient movement 
and handling” legislation and 
a greater number have intro-
duced some type of legislation 
designed to address li  ing in 
health care facilities. 

VA Medical Center, 
White River Jct. VT 

Vermont Senator Virginia Lyons 
of Chi  enden District has intro-
duced a Bill “Health care facili-
ties; safe patient handling” that 
is slated to take e  ect January 1, 
2008.
Leading the pack is the V.A. 
Medical Center in White River 
Junction, Vermont that has 
instituted a zero li   policy. This 
means transfer techniques and 
equipment will be used to safely 
move patients.  The decision will 
not only cut down on the num-
ber of back injuries sustained by 
healthcare workers transferring 
patients, but will positively af-
fect the patients’ safety, quality 
of care, comfort and dignity.  

AWA had the pleasure of 
being contracted to install 41 
Surehands Transfer Li  s in the 
patient areas. A  er months of 
engineering and design work, 
the systems went in smoothly 
and without incident.  Much 
of this was due to the diligence 
and oversight of our install 
team, Dave Olson and Mike 
Catudal. 
Je   Lavoie performed all sta   
training and has received noth-
ing but enthusiastic feedback 
from the nursing sta  .

Sta   Training at VA Medical 
Center, White River Jct. VT

Nashua Center’s 6th Annual 
“Taste of the Towns” Benefit 
Auction and Wine/Food Tasting
This years Honorary Chairperson, 
Jeff lavoie, President, All-Ways 
Accessible, Inc. is happy to 
promote the Nashua Center’s 
6th Annual “Taste of the Towns” 
Benefi t Auction and Wine/Food 
Tasting.  The benefi t will be held 
on Friday, Oct. 12.

Hundreds of people gather to sam-
ple wines and dishes from dozens 
of area vendors and participate in 

the live and Silent 

Auctions of 
great gifts, collector’s items and 
merchandise donated by a multi-
tude of vendors, businesses and 
families. A great fundraiser (in this 
case for the Nashua Center for the 
Multiply Handicapped, founded 
in 1974), who’s mission is the 
provide optimal services and 
supports to children and adults 
with developmental delays or 
disabilities in the communities 
in which they live.

If you would like to attend, partic-
ipate or donate please contact the 
Nashua Center at (603) 883-6163.

Tax Credits for Accessibility 
Equipment and Renovations 
Certain improvements made to 
accommodate a home to your 
disabled condition, or that of your 
spouse or your dependents who 
live with you, can be included, 
in full, as medical expenses.

“Plan for your lifetime, not your primetime.” - Marc Harrison, Architect
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 My email address is Jeff@awalifts.com.

Unsubscribe If you receive our newsletter and for any reason 
decide you’d rather not – help us save a few trees by either call-
ing us 1-800-725-4387 or emailing us at info@awalifts.com.
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Come see us at . . .
NH State Home Show
March 7-9, 2008
Radisson Center of NH  
Manchester, NH

Seacoast Home & Garden Show
March 28 - 30, 2008
Whittemore Center
Durham, NH

Made in NH Expo
April 4 - 6, 2008 
NH National Guard Armory 
Manchester, NH

2008 Conference on Aging
Thursday, May 29, 2008
Radisson Hotel
Manchester, NH

To see a complete list of events visit  
our web site www.awalifts.com

Vertical Challenge for  
Brain Injury Awareness

The AWA ski team participated in yet another 
Vertical Challenge, which was held at the 
Bretton Woods Ski Resort.  This years fund-
ing targets families and individuals who 
have served in the military and are living 
with a brain injury

Our team raised a total of $975.00 for 
this event.  Nice going! For team 
pictures and more on this 
event check out AWAlifts.
com/AWA_News.


