


Jeff worked with The Great Room
of Portsmouth to design and construct
the building, and decided to build “up”
rather than out, not only to meet
setback requirements but, most
importantly, to maximize the stunning
views he had witnessed when he
climbed up on the roof of the bungalow
that originally occupied the site. Olivia
Sanderson and Paul Demars of The
Great Room Compapny both agree that
this was a project where maximizing
the view was paramount.

The building process began in 2004
with the demolition of the cottage, and

from there, Jeff says, the project seemed
to take on a life of its own as the design
team shared ideas and worked toward
compromise to maximize the options for 
the property.

“We didn’t have a blank sheet of
paper on which to build,” he explains,
as the town’s zoning for that location
does not permit increases of more than
30 percent. “We couldn’t do everything
we wanted.”

Jeff describes the project as a
collaborative effort, adding that in such
cases, “I think you almost always end
up with a better project.”

One key benefit, Jeff explains, was
having lived on the site prior to
designing his new home, as he knew
firsthand such key details as the way the
sunlight comes to the lot and which
views to accentuate.

“I knew we wanted to go up as high
as we could go. Once you live here, you
realize there’s quite a bit blocking your
view on the first or second story,” he
says. “If you get up on the third floor,
you get a 360-degree view. The third
floor is really quiet spectacular because
you can see the Kittery Foreside, you
can see up under all three bridges. The
third level was mandatory once I
realized what the view would be like
from up there.” 

“It sits far enough out so you can look
down the river and up the river,” says
Paul, adding, “It was our job to make it
dramatic inside and take advantage of
the dramatic views as much as possible
and we think we got that.” 

To those ends, the design features an
actual wall of windows, such that the
Piscataqua River views appear as part of
the home’s interior itself.

“You have a view as soon as you walk
into the space,” Paul explains. “Even
some of the rooms tucked on the side you
can still catch glimpses of the water.”

That, Jeff says, is one of the key
benefits of having the two units each
encompass an entire floor and share the
second floor, rather than being built
side-by-side, as it allows for more
opportunities to view the river.

The Great Room team built
cathedral ceilings on the third floor,
featuring windows on the gable wall,
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This two-unit condominium, which replaced a 1950s-era
bungalow, was designed to make the most of its setting’s bright
southern exposure and views of Portsmouth Harbor and its three
bridges. When it came to the interior design, flooring,
woodwork, stone and furnishings were chosen to complement
the abundance of sunlight. 
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while the bedrooms, which are not facing the
water, have transom windows to allow light while
maintaining privacy.

As with his property on Mount Dessert Island,
architect Quentin Armstrong advised Jeff with
ideas for the project, including the concept of a
center stairway for the two units to reduce the
percentage of space to be dedicated to stairs. 

“That was one of the key ingredients to make
it all come together,” Jeff notes.

The Great Room used skylights above the
central stairway to keep the area bright during the
day, and instead of traditional banisters, Jeff chose
sleek glass panels along the staircase, also lending
to the open feel of the space. 

With the choice to build three stories also
came the decision to add a residential elevator to
the second and third floors. Jeff worked with All-
Ways Accessible of New Hampshire to find the
right fit for his home. 

“They’re not really that expensive if it’s just
for services or one unit,” he notes, adding it was
well worth its cost when it came to moving into
the home.

The first condominium unit occupies the first
floor and half of the second, while Jeff’s unit
includes the remainder of the second story and
the entirety of the third. Because he is divorced
and his three daughters are grown, Jeff decided to
use the area on the second floor as a guest suite,
complete with a bedroom and small kitchen,
while the top floor, which includes the main
living space, kitchen, master bedroom, guest
bedroom and library, is his home.

One of Jeff ’s favorite features of his home, he
explains, is the bathroom, designed by Lifestyles
Collections Kitchens and Baths, which features
“a big walk-in shower with every valve they could
send me from Standard Plumbing.”

The design is a “his and hers” space, Jeff adds,
with the shower as the centerpiece, accessible
from either side; Toto Neorest toilets, which are
automated to flush on their own, close their own
covers and also feature heated seats, and the
ability to essentially have separate bathrooms
while remaining within the space constraints of
the lot size and zoning of the property

The center core of the living room and
kitchen, too, are among Jeff ’s favorite spaces.

The kitchen is a favorite space, with cabinets
constructed of high-gloss Bird’s Eye Maple and
stunning soapstone countertops — including the
island, which has one seamless slab of soapstone.
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These living spaces take full advantage
of the view and among other amenities
feature free-standing gas fireplaces. 

“We use a lot of engineered lumber to
keep spaces open,” Paul explains, which
allows for less posts and eliminates
partitions.

The interior design itself, Jeff says,
was also a collaboration, as he took input
from friends and reviewed magazines to
get some of his ideas, but it was also clear
from early on, he says, what the space
wanted to be with its expansive views
and wealth of sunshine.

“It dictated itself from there,” he said,
explaining that he went with darker
tones to keep the interior from becoming
too bright, recounting how he invited
friends and family to join him in
choosing colors for the interior and how
they would try samples by painting them
on inside the space with their fingers
because “it changes so much when you
get this much light in here. Between
morning, noon and evening, the light
changes the color significantly.” 

Even the floors were in keeping with
that theme, as Jeff selected walnut
flooring and then stained it even darker.

“Jeff loves to work with wood,”
Olivia recalls of the design process.
“Throughout the house, even when we
went shopping for kitchen cabinets,
wood always spoke to him.”

The selection for the kitchen
cabinets was Bird’s Eye Maple with a
very high-gloss finish, and even some of
the bathroom tile Jeff selected looks 
like wood.

W. S. Goodrich of Epping, N.H.,
provided the stonework within the
home, which features stunning
soapstone countertops and a single slab
of soapstone for the kitchen’s island.

Jeff recalls the day that enormous
piece of soapstone arrived — by crane —
on Badger’s Island, and how he thought
for a moment that, “Maybe I’ve taken on
more than I can handle here.” The

result, however, was just what he wanted,
a stunning island top with no seams. 

For their part, Olivia and Paul add
that they enjoyed the process of working
with Jeff, hearing his ideas and turning
those goals into reality.

As Badger’s Island is still very much a
fishing community and Portsmouth has
its own busy waterfront, Jeff adds that
the world outside his windows is always
changing. There is activity on and
around the river at all times of day and in
all seasons, he explains, ranging from
local lobstermen to massive tankers
moving up and down the Piscataqua.

“The only thing I didn’t get was the
privacy part,” he laughs, but with that
view, and the benefit of the proximity to
Portsmouth, he says it is worth it. “It
makes you feel a part of the community,
for sure. You don’t have a lot of space,
but being on the water, everyone is
focused on the water. We’re all looking
in the same direction.”

Outside, the site features a pier for his
boat, gardens, and the southern exposure
Jeff wanted, as well as a weather station
The Great Room added to the roof that
can be read from the home’s library. And,
of course, there are those views up and
down the Piscataqua River and across
the water into Portsmouth.

“I don’t know of any better view
around in the whole area,” Jeff says,
adding that while some may prefer to
look out upon the open ocean itself, his
view of the river and the city, with
“changing scenery every day, is more
interesting.” 
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Windows in the bedrooms were designed
to let in plenty of light while maintaining
privacy while the master bathroom features
a large walk-in shower and “his-and-hers”
design to make the most of the space. In the
main living areas, engineered lumber was
used to keep the spaces open.


