








These living spaces take full advantage
of the view and among other amenities
feature free-standing gas fireplaces.

“We use a lot of engineered lumber to
keep spaces open,” Paul explains, which
allows for less posts and eliminates
partitions.

The interior design itself, Jeff says,
was also a collaboration, as he took input
from friends and reviewed magazines to
get some of his ideas, but it was also clear
from early on, he says, what the space
wanted to be with its expansive views
and wealth of sunshine.
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“It dictated itself from there,” he said,
explaining that he went with darker
tones to keep the interior from becoming
too bright, recounting how he invited
friends and family to join him in
choosing colors for the interior and how
they would try samples by painting them
on inside the space with their fingers
because “it changes so much when you
get this much light in here. Between
morning, noon and evening, the light
changes the color significantly.”

Even the floors were in keeping with
that theme, as Jeff selected walnut
flooring and then stained it even darker.

“Jeff loves to work with wood,”
Olivia recalls of the design process.
“Throughout the house, even when we
went shopping for kitchen cabinets,
wood always spoke to him.”

The selection for the kitchen
cabinets was Bird’s Eye Maple with a
very high-gloss finish, and even some of
the bathroom tile Jeff selected looks
like wood.

W. S. Goodrich of Epping, N.H.,
provided the stonework within the
home, which features stunning
soapstone countertops and a single slab
of soapstone for the kitchen’s island.

Jeff recalls the day that enormous
piece of soapstone arrived — by crane —
on Badger’s Island, and how he thought
for a moment that, “Maybe I've taken on
more than I can handle here.” The

result, however, was just what he wanted,
a stunning island top with no seams.

For their part, Olivia and Paul add
that they enjoyed the process of working
with Jeff, hearing his ideas and turning
those goals into reality.

As Badger’s Island is still very much a
fishing community and Portsmouth has
its own busy waterfront, Jeff adds that
the world outside his windows is always
changing. There is activity on and
around the river at all times of day and in
all seasons, he explains, ranging from
local lobstermen to massive tankers
moving up and down the Piscataqua.

“The only thing I didn’t get was the
privacy part,” he laughs, but with that
view, and the benefit of the proximity to
Portsmouth, he says it is worth it. “It
makes you feel a part of the community,
for sure. You don’t have a lot of space,
but being on the water, everyone is
focused on the water. We're all looking
in the same direction.”

Qbutside, the site features a pier for his
boat, gardens, and the southern exposure
Jeff wanted, as well as a weather station
The Great Room added to the roof that
can be read from the home’s library. And,
of course, there are those views up and
down the Piscataqua River and across
the water into Portsmouth.

“l don’t know of any better view
around in the whole area,” Jeff says,
adding that while some may prefer to
look out upon the open ocean itself, his
view of the river and the city, with
“changing scenery every day, is more
interesting.”
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Windows in the bedrooms were designed
to let in plenty of light while maintaining
privacy while the master bathroom features
a large walk-in shower and “his-and-hers”
design to make the most of the space. In the
main living areas, engineered lumber was
used to keep the spaces open.
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